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A vital function of any ship, ond especially one on Market Time
Surveillance, is communications omwaorklood expanded tre
mendaously in WESTPAL, and in arder 1o maintain an r'fh._'
reliable exchange of information, all methods—w 1
type, flashing light, and sem cuphnrp were exploited to their fullnsl
In foct, our Ops officer commented: "Radic Central spent m
maney an teletype paper alor quarter than would the ¢
Operations Department spend or mal Coast Guard operations,”

CIC handled all the voice wnications and everyone in
velved there became very far ith radio procedures, call signs,
and the cuml ame duties of encoding and decoding messages
and information

The quartermasters were our main source of infe ormation in the
identification of ships transiting our patrol area. With the sh
ping olong the coost of Viet MNom the QM's became ver v adept in
the art of communications by flashing light
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