wo JIM

LAT. 24" 47 N LONG. 141" 19 E

The KUKUI's first assmlt on Iwo Jima was uneventful. ‘The weather was no problem and there were no
major complieations.

A work party was put ashore to repair holes that had developed in the ronds. These holes were cnused
by underground tunnels (dug by the Japanese during the war) into which portions of the road had sunk.

Cargo operations were {inished shead of the repalr orew so the ship set sail for Japan and the work erew
flow to Japan two weeks lator.

Aflter yard work in Jupan the ship returned 1o Iwo Jima and met with some bad fuck. The weather had
deteriorated and the surf was running ton to fifteen feet.  After o fow unsuceessful landings in which the
M=-Boals were almost broached It was deelded that some of the earge would be fNloated ashore. Fifty-five
gallon drums of asphalt were thed Lo heaving lines and pushed off of the M-Boats, With the beach crew
pulling on the lines it was posaible to get the four or five drums ashore. On another lunding the boat
broached and had to be towed back Lo the ship. By moving the ship to another side of the island it was
possible to finish the work.



