MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

The duties and respansibilities of our medical team varied
ferably during our d . Everywl we put into
port and almest doily at sea they were confronted with some
new situation which put their knowledge and skill 1o the test,
Eoch of the eightesn MEDCAP trips info five seporate South
Vietnamese provinces enfoiled o party composed of the
Dector, ar Chief, plus their assistant and five or six of the
crew. Never knowing what they would find, they hir the
beach “ready for anything™ and alwoys armed to the fullest.
In all they treated over 1350 non-INGHAM military and
civillon persennel on boord and oshoere throughout the de-
ployment as well as the usual round the laboratory work,
broken fingers, stitches and the handing cut of pills. Threa
shipboard oparations and eight MEDICAL EVACUATIONS
(MEDEVAC] were accomplished during seven months.

Dr. Shideler has been a real friend to all INGHAM par-
sonnel with an ear alwoys open for suggestions, The "Doc”
aversaw the nightly bull sessions in sickbay. Although they
never served to straighten out the war, they were a good
ploce 1o blow off steam and discuss the events of the day.
You could always expect a lively night of liberty ashore
with this group anyfime you might be brave encugh.
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