From: Conunanding Offic
To: Ship's Company, USCE

USCGC HAMILTON (WHEC T15)
= HAMILTON (WHEC T15)

Subje Letter of Appeeciation

i New that our deployment 1o Southeast Asiahascome to an end, it gives me greal pleasuse, ad your Com=
manding Officer, 1o extend a **Well Done'® and a sincere note of thanks to each of you.

2 As the fist of the new 378" class cutter 1o be deployed, HAMILTON pasted with flying colon her fint
real test of capability and end since 1, Since departing Boston in Augait 1960, we have
been undenway nearly 80% of the time and dcpur this high operating level, we never failed to meet a sched=
uled operation and did not suffer any serlow p 1 Ities during the deployment, This in itself is a record
of which to be prowd,

a. We .m..muph-lml 38 UNREPs during which youall

with great effi y and exper-
:m: with not one personnel casualty incumed, As |
tathed with the various COs of the UNREP ships, they
had pothing but praise for your performance,

4. Ve
crulse such as oun, due to thehigh percentage of umder~
way time and the many scheduled and unscheduled mis-
slons that necessarily take away from malntenance time,
I want to congratulate everyone for their part in keep~
ing the HAMILTON in exceptionally fine shape appear-
ance wise, | was personally congratulated everywhere
we went for our fine appearance, | especlally want to
thank the Dech Force for your part in keeping the ship
locking so well. [ Jmow the ameunt of hand work and
extra hours that you spent in maintaining our excellent
appearance and | am especially awaze that thisinclided
duty sections working cn holldays and at night while in

el upkeep is always a problem on an extended

port.
CAPTAIN |, H, B, MORTON
Commanding Officer
5. Our Naval Gunfire Support Team's perfs wias another h dusing our de=

ployment, Bridge, CIC, 5 Mounr, Director, Upper and Lower Halzlluu, Room personnel were truly out=
standing. A total of 4615 rounds of §** 38 caliber ammunition were fired in BT separate mislons, The guanen-
mates and fire control teck C  th b hiout the deploy in & high state of readiness
and as a result we had no sutained or disabling casualties and the accuracy of our gunfire was among the best
ever seent by experlenced Army, Navy, and Marine Corps spotters. One part of the NGFS Team that | want to
make special mention of is the 5 Mount and the upper and lower handling room crews, whose effores con-
tributed substantially to fast and efficient gunfire misions in every instance




