ROUEN

s twiight came to the beaches of Normandy 06 June 1994, the Alecd
fotes weie present once agan. There was, however, no offersve ta be
tmched — there wirs orly remembiance of hese who gave their lves on
Mese beaches 5o that Europe could be freed. Having successhully
accomgpished the commemortive events during the previous thirty-six hours,
5 5 steamed towaed La Harve and the mouth of the Seine river
5 the shores of e Normandy beaches disappenred from view, the
memaries of the previous tes weeks would stay with the crew for the rest of
thair Ives. Later that svening, ws Dallzs neared L Hanve, she stowed to
embark e first of two plots required ta take the ship up the fifty-seven mie
river transil info the port of Rouen, France. With the Specsal Sea Detad and
Navigation Detal manned, Dafias began tha six hour ranst up the Seine 1o
Fiowen, e final resting place of King Richard the Lion-Heasted and Jearsne
DAre {Joan of Arc). Al opprodmately D450 Dafas moored in downdown
Riewen on 07 June 1994, thus bringing b an end e crew's awn Tongest day™
which began aver twony-four houss earber with Fight Quarters Conidtion One
8 launch the heSicoplet for the survise service.

After o briel test the crew began to prepore for the first day's events in
Rouen. Despite the fact that e city was not scheduled to commamorate
O-Day for anather manth, Bhe crew was kept busy recehing local indiady
persenned, city officials, and citizens over e three inport days whe were

i about the Coast Guard Cutter they had read sbout and seen s much
of the kst faw days. Captain Hull, with 8 French iaison officer by hs side
e | cailis an thve Chief Administrator of Mangme Aais, the Assstant
Regionsl Gevernor, e Deputy Mayor of Rouen, and the Mitary District
Commander cheduled open houses, which ran from 1300 to 1900,
brought both lacal residents and veterars in & steady stieam. Even Bough
few of The French visitors spoke English and even fewer crowmembers spoke
French, everyone had a lot of fun. The first evening the fight deck was
ranstormed inl & recepton hall for yet anather successiul event. As the
guests anived, # quickly became evident that the French folt uncomfortable in
Fis predominately English speaking environmont. The “ice” was broken by
Captain Hill when he made a spoech in somewhat ragmented French to
weloome everyone aboard. His efforts were applauded and soon afles the
orew Tound Memsetves minging with the various guests and conversng in &
jumble: of French ard English, making it a memoeable evening fof all

et thve Pzt two diys Dlalas recevod nearly 1500 visitors inchidng twe
il bises of French and Canadian veterans who had seen Dallas moored off
Jana heach during thek commemerations ashore. These veterans had come
1o Riouen to commaemarate their actions which led to the evenbual iberaton ol
the city, While the various duty sections practiced dplomacy aboard shp, the
rest of Hhe crew ventured info Rouen, Pasis and even back 1o the Narmandy.
beaches. O the kst full day inport, same of the crew look fo a valieyball
o 10 try to defeal a French army unit. According to LTJG Frank Rego,
Daltss’ inferpreter and sports coordnator who was lemposarly asssgned from
Bethities Europe, "Team Dailas showed 8 lol of sportsminrms
peomobed ntemational goadwill ™ In other worde, Team Dal
Tot of fun doing il Later that day other crewmembars found themsehves in a
less competitive emironment samplng pastry and sipping champagne al
Frouen's historc city hall al a reception hosted by Be city's mayor

The marming of 10 June, Diallas was undorwary once more. Embarked ths
fme was the fiver pllot and two special guests, the French Miftary District
Commandes General Tychensky and Difas' Port Lisison Officer, both of
whom weste: b be with Daflas for e entire trip down the Seine. Unike the
right Tranwsit il Rcuen, e rotum i down the Seine during the day teated
the crew to some views of the spectacular French countryside. Late in the
ahermoon Dallas exited the mouth of the rmver and, saying goodbye to our piat
and guests, turmed west to sal past the Normandy beaches for the final time
o her wary 1o @ logissios and refueling stop in Rota, Spain




