The Infernational Flotita steamed on, ships breaking off one by cne, heading for the assigned off the shores of France. Once there they
would rendervous with e United States Alrcraft Canier USS Georpe Washington and wail for the next day's ceremonies to commence. As dariess fell, firoworks
Bt the sky and the crew reflected on the day's events; it was the eve of the invasion, cnly this time, 50 yoars later, no blood would be shed.

s dawn approached, USCGC Daffes wars anchored 7,000 yards of shote, andoushy waiting for the frst rays of light to break trough mm Diatas was ot
wlone, nearly 40 other vessels waited with her, the largest deployment of Alled vessels since itself S0 years ago. The he awesome
mesamblags of ships. anchored from Sword 1o Utah Beaches 1o the coastal lownm and spectntors ashore. Al 0520, Dallas lsunched her helicopter, HH-GSIS with the
Commardant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Robert E. Kramek aboard, With ne roam for emor due to Imled & space and time, the deck of the Goarge Washinglon
stecd by to recenve Be Commandant and other impoitant guests. Once aboard the Georpe . ther President Clinton, Quesn
Elizabeth, and numerous other Heads of State, ¥ high o sureise ceremany ing D-Day. As the sun lnllfmuwlﬂt
beaches, Navy and Marine Corps helicopters, nwﬂummﬁoiﬂﬁmdmknmn participated in a sea senice Myby that passed over the George

During this time, warvas of amphiblous assailt craf plowed thiough the surf en route 1o “Gold” beach, Moanwhibo, tho HWS Edinburph, already underway and
sleaming towards the beachhend, trained her mount 1o port and fired 21 rounds in commemoration of the forces that kanded tede, firing just as the frst wave of
st craft il the shores under glootmy skies that were dreadhily remiriscent of 50 years ago. Thousands of spectators. and velerans looked sesward o5 the
spectacle unfolded. Later thal moming, the guests enboard the Geope Washingfon were fown In Omaba beach fo view the rest of the day's ceremonies

Soon aftor HH-8513 launched from Dallas io take the Commandant ta share from the Gearpa Washingfon, the order was recetied by Diallas 1o weigh lncbnr and
mssume loemation for the Parade of Ships. The shigs quickly fell in behind one anather, 1,000 yards apart, thee Georpe
Omsha beach. Before scofes of lelevision cameras and milions of spectatods around the world, Dallas, with her starboard rads manned, crossed the bowoll French
Frigate as they commanced fring 21 rounds in honor of France's fiest German beratons, It was a vicloricus momant for the WWII veterans, te United Stales Coast
Guard, and the crew ol the Dallas. As the Parade of Ships continued, the overhead skies filed with WWIT fighters and bombers that reenacted that criical phase of
the invasion. Moanwhile, ashonn. & mysisd of smosianal caremorses look place in e fowrs, o the boaches, and high stop the ciffs of Normandy, As the last ship
reedered honors, Bhe formtion dsbanded and the vessels headed fo their assigned Dallas 1o Geonge glon mnd us.
raval vessels off Omaha beach. Whie anchored, quarters was held on te Might deck & Caplain Hull talked to the crew, describing in detnd, the evonts thal were
faking place a around Diatas both on land and al sea. He sismmarized the events Dallas and hor crow had pacticpated during e many stops since arrving in
Eurgpe. Captan Hul explained that these everts had uimately brought the Daflas to the beaches of Normandy to commemaornte the Alled imvasion of France and
Tt uitimats Eberation of sl Ewope. The Caplain focused the crew's afiention to Mr, Charles Thom, a Coast Guard velersn aboard Dalfas, representing all the Coast
Guard veterans that parscipated in WWII, partcularly hose at Normandy, “This is the reason the world is watching us today” the Captain said, indscating Mr. Them, Tt
s an extrema honor b have him aboard cur ship * Captain Hell then presented Mr. Thoem with a line drawing of an L5T simdas 1o the one he served on 50 years.
earbier. As the Captain spoke, once of twice he poused in mid-sentence tying 1o convey his deep feelings about the day's events. Mr. Thorn was very meved, but no
werds wore uttered in respone because the gratitude was apparent in his demeance and in his slence and the expression on hes lace.

Shortly after quarters, the hoicopter etumed to Dilas camyng two very important vistors: U.S. Senators Sam Nunn and Claiborms Peld, and Senator Pel's pkde
Jack Cummings. Neither Senator is a stranger 1o the Coast Guard, nor is Senator Pells family unfamillar to Datias. Senator Pells great, great, great, greal
grandfather is none other than the ship's namesake, Alexander J. Dallas, the sidh Secretary of the Treasury. Senator Pell is » rotred Gaplain in the Coast Guard
Feserve and it was his oldest daughter that christened Dallas in 1967, As for Senator Nunn, he was a prior Cosst Guard enlisted member. As soon as Senators
Heonn and Pel were salely on deck, they et oul to grest and speak ta as many af the crew as they could in thek short time aboard Dalas. From the Bght deck 1o the
bridge, from tee engine room ta the
cabin, the Senalors were gven a =
o before they met with thair states
constituents who were stationed
aboard  Once the Senators were '
safely ashore, Dallos tecovered her
hesbeanter fer the fnal b Mat day ‘v
and proceeded to the mouth of the !'

..

Seine river, This river would carmy
Dalias fo her finad D-Day destinaion
of Reuen, France whede the crew
would continue o host more veterans

and dhstnguished guests




