PORTSMOUTH

As USCEC Dallas deparied Pooke, England, the
crew feflected on the emotional rounions, cheering
crowds, and the faces of the reunited veterans — yet the
best was sl to come. When Dalas anived in
Portsmouth on Friday, 03 June she joined an
International Armada of more than thirty vessels, both
military and crakan, frepresenting the Alled Nabons of
WWIL Incredibly, Portamouth hirbor wars overmun with
S0 many visiting ships that marvy of the larger vessols
had 1o anchor cut. Those vessels fortunate enough 1o
imoar nside the harbor had to moor two and thiee
abreast. Shortly after Daflas’ anmval in Portsmouth,
Captoin Hill caled on the Right Warshiphul Lord Mayor
of Potsmouth, Councilor Dv. Alan Bumetl. Coplamn Hl
presented tha Losd Mayos with city proclamations from
uister cities in the United States, one fram Lakewood
Calorado and the other from Portsmeath, Viegsnia
Captain Hull also made a courtesy call on the Captain of
the Port, Rear Adeiral Rankin of Heor Majesty's Navy
Duing the visi, the Admial, who hed & pancramic view
of the harbor from his office, compimented Captain Hul
on the “Smarness with which Dallss had enfered the
harbar and on its rendening of honors to e Royal Yack
Brtannia” Later that same evening Captain Hull, quite
unexpectedly, found himsell entortasring four Const guard velerans who were shaaed
the Coast Guard manned assaull transport Samuel Chase which landed roops at
Omaha beach during the invasion. The lour velerans were sccompanied by their wives
and everyone had an enjoyable, albell emotonal time, sharing historic mamaornkes.
These same velerans were scheduled to be abonrd the USS George Washington for
e sunrise sendce commemorating the mvasion on he sih of June, slong with
President Clinton and other Heads of State and Miftary Commanders

The neat evening, Queen Elzabeth hosted a drner at the Podtsmouth Guld Hadl. In
aftendance were WWI1 velerans, President Bl Cinton and the First Lady, the
Commandant of the Coast Guard, Admiral Robert E. Kramok, and visious othver Heads
of State. Lofer that same evening, Captain Hul found himasll in the 100 year old
Admial Nelson Hall, located on he Portsmouth Naval Base, for yet another formal
dinner. Present were the commandng officers of every miltary vessel thal partcipated
i s cetemonies, as well as marry other high ranking dignitanes. Espiit De Corps ran
high thirt evening as thess mariners and soldiers ramed their glasses and indulged each
other with stories of war and sea. Sunday moming, Admaral Kramek, arived on board
Diafias to accomparry e ship on s histary making voyage across the Englsh Channel
Although he had only recenly assumed the duties of Commandant on 01 June, Admiral
Krmek made the most of s first few days n office. He spoke and dined with, not anky
W veterans and U S, Sonators, but President Chnton and various other Foreign
Heawds of State and his Foreign miitary counterparts. 1t is imposaibile to messure jist
what kind of how musch impact all this intenational expasure wil have on e Coast
Guard, but all signs indicate that Datas has lefl positive impressions everywherne she
went

Shortty after Admiral Kramek's antval on Sunday, Daflas keft the harbor and
proceeded outhound for the English Channel. As Dallas, with her rals manned, sipped
siloniy by the Naval War Memoeial in Portsmouth, she rendered honors before the word
media and thousands of spectators on shore &8 she proceeded 1o the rendervous poit
for the commemoratve steaming,




