BANGOR

About two years ago, Mrs. Roberta Dunlop, a member of the Bangor
North of and wife of th .
pregecend, wars taking @ casual siroll down one of the fown's piers, when she
noficed a small plague that read: “From this bay launched the largest
amphibicus assaul in hestory, Jurse 4, 1944, Unbl that point, she had never
given a thought as to the rol her lown played as a stagng area for the D-Day
landings. After sum:u-u-ar:h Mrs. Du\lnup!opnudlu the Chamber that,
mmm some sort
mmmatmple ion, & 2 week gala event
MmeNu»ﬂnamo«nnWleGwﬂMﬂoMlm
of those Coast who trained in Bangor in

ation for the Normandy mm 50 years

USCEE Dallas artived in Bangor in e early morming of May 27 and et
" the anchor approximately S00 yards off shore. The fair weather Dallas
had keft in Dublin had followed her North. As soon s Dallas amived, the ship
and erew were immersed in & Burmy of acthity, Caplain Hull was first
rtendewed and photographed by the local media and then immediately
whisked off 1o an informal luncheon with Councillor Brian Wilson, the Mayor of
Morth Down Borough councl, Chamber of Commerce Pressdent Michasl
Duricp, and Northern kreland Tourist Board Chief Executive lan Henderson
Captain Hull then moved to an on-camena interview with the BBC and
meetings with the Royal Navy's Senior Officer in Northern Ireland, COR Ross
Thobisn, and the District Cortroller of Her Majesty's Coast Guard, Colin
Duncan. That evening Captain Hull retumed She hosptalty he had been
shiwn earker in the day by hosting an open-air reception for 150 people on
the fight deck of the Dallas. Reception highlights inchuded o Datas WWIT
watibat featuring Coast Guard memarabiia housad in the helo hanger, &
Dadeland Jazz Band, and Amencan style refreshments.

Publlc ceremonies stared Sie next day with 8 memerial service heid at St
Camgalis Parish church in Bangos bed by the Lord Bishop of Down and
Evomore. Dunng the senice, the Bishop recognized the Dallas crew present
and expressed the United Kingdom's “profound appreciation for your
comradeship in the pursut of freedom.” He went on 1o say that "Oving to the
sacrifices of the D-Day invaders, e ceremaonies of the next two werks were
appropriate. ” but added, "True homage fo those wha went before is in the
foam of cur uniing foday to combat oppression in &l its forms.”

Following the memorinl service, Datlas 50-person Color and Honor Guard,
which was made up of voluntesrs from the crew, led a parade from the
church to the marina. The Royal Ak Force, in memarial to the Battie of
Trkain, Bew Sptfinas in mock doghghts over the bay. This was foawed by
e RAFs R Arows Precision Flying Toam and o joint search and rescue
demonstration with Dallas HH-65A helicopter and 2 boat from the Royal
Lifeboat Instituson (RNLI) station in Bangor. Before a crowd of several
rousand, HH-B513 depioyed their Aviation SurvivalMan, ASMI Brian
Smarda, recovered a volunteer “iclim™ from the water, and lowered the
“vctim” 1o two different types of RNL febants. After the demonstration. HH-
5513 departed for Ballyhoime Bay to place the helicopter on pblc dsplay,
Several thousand people towred the arcraft, with the most pepular quession of
e day being, “Is that the hedcopter from Baywatch?™

Afer the day's events, Dallas officers were imaled to 8 inchecn al the
town hall where retired Rear Admiral James Miler, curator of the U5, Nawy
Memonial, presented the mayor with & bronze replica of "the Lone Saior.™
Then, the mayor proceeded to recognize Jack Camphed, o former Coast
Guard Gunner's Mate Third class who wirs assigned to Rescue Flotila One ot
O-Day, with a commemorative plaque. As the veteran of D-Day approached
e podium to receive the token of appreciation, all those present in the reom
sioed and honcred Mr. Campbed with o standing ovation, Mr. Campbell, who
met Dallas in Dublin, Irefand sailed with her to Poole, England where he met
up with fedow velerans.

Sunday found the Honor Guard marching in a smal procession in Belfast
1 commemarale the 518t anniversary of the Battie of the Atlantic, whis
ahers in the crew won honors for Davas in a rifle competition against a local
o chib. SN McAlister woe particular recogrision shoobing 72 cut of o
pessible 75 polnts. On Memarial Day, membors of the crew attempted to

themselves in both gof and scecer matches agairst local eivic
ceganizations, Though the scccer team fell a few goals short of winning, ey
had a great deal of fun and were treated like victors by the locats with food
20l spits after the games

Through all the activities and celebrations of Sunday and Monday, Dallas
el open house for hundreds of enthusiastic tourists who braved the water
taxi from shore to ship. And again, as in Dublin, the crew marvelied at the
warmith, good humor, and hospitalty of Bie lish peple. At 1800 on Memorial
Day, with some heavy hearts and mary ford memornes, Daifas wesghed
sechor and scunded one extended, prolonged blast of the ship's whistle fos
e people of Bangor. and headed ou 1o sea for Poole, England — the farmer
bome of Rescue Flotila One




