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                            Joining the military can be an exciting and life-changing experience. There are a lot of reasons young men and women across the United States show an interest in the Armed Forces. Some have a multigenerational respect for the military and want to serve like their older relatives did. Others want job security and the benefits that come along with being in the military. Whatever the reason, joining the military can create a great foundation for future personal growth.
Steps to Joining the Military
	Meet with a recruiter 
	MEPS 
	Take the ASVAB 
	Pass the physical examination
	Determine Military career with a service enlistment counselor
	Oath of Enlistment 
	Basic Training

Benefits of Joining the Military
	30 days of paid vacation per year
	Specialty training in hundreds of trades
	Health, dental and life insurance coverage
	Tax-free room and board
	Allowances while in the military
	Steady, predictable paychecks and bonuses
	Leadership opportunities
	Travel opportunities
	Education benefits

Interested in Joining the Military?
We can put you in touch with recruiters from the different military branches. Learn about the benefits of serving your country, paying for school, military career paths, and more: sign up now and hear from a recruiter near you.
Related: Understanding Military Time
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      What You Should Know Before You Join the Military

              
          






                              If you're considering joining the military, here are the top 10 things you should know before you step into a recruiters...
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      Brushing Up on Military Missions

              
          






                              While each branch of the United States military has mixed forces, each one has a specific mission.
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      What You Should Ask the Recruiter

              
          






                              Visiting a recruiter? Here are five key questions and items to tell your recruiter from the start.
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      ASVAB Test Explained

              
          






                              The ASVAB test measures a person's strengths, weaknesses and potential for future success in military and civilian...
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      Joining the Military: What You Should Know Before Committing

              
          






                              Joining the military is a big commitment -- by both you and the military -- and not to be taken lightly.
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      Be an Asset: Train for the Military Mindset

              
          






                              There are many things besides fitness that you should consider working on while you prepare to join the military.
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      Military Entrance Process at a Glance

              
          






                              The Military Entrance Processing Station, better known as MEPS: It strikes fear into some, but it really shouldn't.
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                          Get the scoop on discounts and latest award-winning military content. Right in your inbox.
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      ‘Are You Planning on Running Away and Joining the Army?’

              
          






                              "Sometimes I think about joining the military." That was what Andrew said to me one evening in the winter of 2007, when he...
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      Navy Allows Boot Camp Recruits to Use Personal Cell Phones to Make Calls to Family at Home

              
          






                              The Navy said beginning Friday it's allowing boot camp recruits to use their cell phones for family calls after a small test...
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                  [image: A group of challengers lift weights for the modified Army Combat Fitness Test on the first day of the 2024 New Hampshire Army National Guard Best Warrior Competition.]

  

        

  
              


  



    


    
      Service Members and Recruits Share Their Favorite Military Fitness Workouts

              
          






                              As military candidates and active-duty military personnel, engaging in a diverse range of fitness training is crucial.
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      Would You Recommend Military Service as a Career?

              
          






                              Just 32% of active-duty respondents to a recent survey said they would recommend military service to others -- a sharp...
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      A Nurse with an Amputation Hopes to Join the Air Force. A New Bill Could Allow Her to Do So.

              
          






                              The "Hannah Cvancara Service Act," a bill introduced by Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers, R-Wash., would allow amputees interested...
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Residents Return to Khan Younis to Scenes of Destruction






              Palestinians returned to Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip on Monday to salvage what they could from the destroyed...
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Total Solar Eclipse Reaches US on Way to Canada






              A total solar eclipse has reached the U.S. over Texas. It’ll race across the United States and eastern Canada...




      








        
      

                
        
          




  
  

  
        
          
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: ]




  
  
                  
              
              
              
                  [image: ]

  

        

        
  

        









Kirby: US Doing Everything Possible to Broker Cease-Fire Deal






              National Security Council spokesman John Kirby says the U.S. is doing "everything possible to broker a deal" between Israel...
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Salvage Crews Begin Removing Containers from Ship That Collapsed Baltimore's Key Bridge






              Salvage crews on Sunday began removing containers from the deck of the cargo ship that crashed into and collapsed...
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Israel Says Palestinian Statehood Would Violate the UN Charter






              The United Nations Security Council held closed consultations Monday to discuss a Palestinian request conveyed in a letter last...
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